
CA-2 SEA / OCTOBER 2009

■ SEASIDE CHAT CALIFORNIA

> SEASIDE CHAT 

Troy and Tammy Trombly

Troy Trombly,  
Trailblazing Hull Cleaner
BY GRAY BELTRAN

POINT LOMA – Boat owners seeking
environmentally sound methods of
stripping bottom paint from vessels
can turn to the services of Advanced
Restoration Co., which blasts hulls
clean with pure baking soda.  Troy
Trombly, the company’s founder and
advocate for better hull cleaning
methods, has worked with the Port
of San Diego to educate boaters
about the benefits of removing bot-
tom paint with soda-blast, a process

that’s both environmentally friendly
and cost-effective.   

With Trombly’s help, the Port of
San Diego is now testing the effec-
tiveness of non-copper hull paints, by
having Advanced Restoration Co.
remove old copper-based paint with
soda-blast before new coats of cop-
per-free paint are applied to vessel
hulls.  

Sea: When did you start Advanced

Restoration Co.?
Trombly: We started the company
about four years ago. Right now, it’s
just me, my wife and my father-in-
law who run it. Before I started
Advanced Restoration Co., I did con-
tracting work on my own.

Sea: When did you begin using soda
blast to clean hulls?
Trombly: I started when I formed
Advanced Restoration Co. Soda-blast-

New
Tender Lite Series

• Streamlinee Steeringg Console
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ing is huge on the East Coast because
of how it reduces drag, saves fuel and
helps you get longer life out of a boat.
I saw there was an opportunity over
here on the West Coast, a niche that
no one had tapped into.

Sea: What are some of the benefits of
soda-blasting compared to other paint
removal methods?
Trombly: Sandblasting can damage a
boat’s props and rudder, because the
heat it generates warps metal. Soda-
blasting, on the other hand, won’t gen-
erate any damaging heat. 

Sea:Do you use any special equipment?
Trombly: We got our soda-blasting
equipment from SodaBlast Systems
in Houston, Texas. I flew my family
out there a few years ago, and they
trained us and taught us how to run
a soda-blast system. Since then,
we’ve refined our technique and fine-
tuned our own soda-blast system.    

Sea:What kind of boats do you service?
Trombly: A lot of the boats we work
on are around 50 feet. We clean boats
up to 32 feet at our facility in Point
Loma, where we’ve been for the last
three years. For boats larger than that,
we travel to boatyards. We’ve worked
on boats up to 75 feet in the past.   

Sea:How long does a soda-blasting job
take?
Trombly: It takes two of us a full day,
about 12 hours, to soda-blast a 50-
foot boat. We start early in the morn-
ing and finish around 5 p.m. Each ves-
sel is tented before the process
begins. Someone does the blasting
while the other person stays outside
the tent cover to make sure every-
thing is secured. The tent contains
the dust and runoff, which is collected
and safely removed when done. With
chemical stripping, it can take two or
three weeks to remove the bottom
paint on a 50-foot boat. Soda-blast-

ing takes a tenth of the time. Plus,
it’s environmentally friendly.     

Sea: How did you get involved in the
Port of San Diego’s Alternative Hull
Paint Project?
Trombly:Katy Wolf (from the Institute
of Research and Technical Assistance)
contacted us, because we are one of
the few operators in the area trained
and certified to remove bottom paint
with soda-blast. So far we’ve done six
boats for the project. It’s really a win-
win situation for boaters and the envi-
ronment. 

Sea:Besides boats,what other projects
has Advanced Restoration Co.taken on?
Trombly: We’ve done a lot of work on
cars. Unlike sandblast, soda-blast
won’t damage windshields and
chrome. It’s also great at removing fire
damage from buildings. Baking soda
is a natural deodorizer so it can get
rid of most odors. It’s very versatile. 
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Holiday Mansion yachtworld.com/tocciyachts        

Huge Display of New & Used Boats – Creative Financing

At The Pittsburg Yacht Club Basin

#1 MARINA BLVD., PITTSBURG, CA 94565

PH: 925/473-9900 • FAX: 925/473-9903E-mail: RTocci@sbcglobal.net

1988 48' CAMARGUE YACHTFISHER
375 CATs, low hrs., fully air-conditioned,
full 'tronics. Very clean. $249,000.

1987 38 BAYLINERS
2 at our docks. Both with hardtops, Hinos &
full Delta canvas & Clean! $84K & $109K

2000 56' SEA RAY SEDAN BRIDGE 
Loaded. Only 362 hrs, T&T lift. Owner would

take smaller boat in trade. $675,000. 

1970 43' GRAND MARINER
New thru-out. Must see at this price. 

$59,000.

TRADES WELCOME • FINANCING ON PREMISES • LISTINGS NEEDED

34' CHB’s
We have two in stock. Both Clean. 

Starting at $49,000

1989 55' SPOILER YACHT FISHER
Many upgrades in last 2 yrs. First offer
at $299,000 takes best buy around.

1989 40' HYATT DOUBLE CABIN
The cleanest on Delta. Tw Cummins diesels.
Too much to list. MUST SEE! $144,500

2001 58' BLUEWATER MILLENIUM 
Twin Cummins. Full electronics, bow

thruster + more $449,000.

1992 40' SEA RAY 400 EXPRESS
Twin Mercruisers. Loaded with extras.

Very clean. $120,000.
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